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The Perth Spectres Basketball Club acknowledges the Whadjuk
people of the Noongar nation as the traditional custodians of this

country and its waters, and that we live, train and play on
Noongar country. 

 
We pay our respects to Noongar elders past and present and

emerging.
 

 * * *
 

The Perth Spectres Basketball Club would also like to
acknowledge the LGBTIQ+ fighters, protestors, friends and

advocates who have fought, struggled, died and survived, so that
we may live in a freer society today than we did yesterday.
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Club Manager's Report
Hello and welcome to the Perth Spectres Basketball Club!

This section of the annual report will be a space for the Club Manager to provide a brief
summary of the year that was. However, as this will be my first and final Club Manager's
Report, I wanted to start with a summary of the first two years of the Perth Spectres.

The Perth Spectres - Our Journey (summarised)

The Perth Spectres all started on 14 September 2019, when Brendon, Sammy, Gary and I met at
Milk'd in Maylands to discuss the lack of a LGBTIQ+ inclusive basketball club in Perth. With the
support of Spectres Australia (in particular Andy Bondini), we managed to get ourselves
organised and attended Fair Day as a part of the 2019 Perth PrideFest. Fast forward a week to
Sunday 24 November 2019, and we had our first ever Train and Play, attended by a grand total
of six people!

Following a brief pause due to COVID, we were back on in mid-2020, this time with a new
committee! We met at Marc's house on 13 August 2020 for our inaugural committee meeting
(thank you Marc for hosting this). This committee quickly organised the club into the club we
know today, with competitive teams, a regular Train and Play session and much more. 

We really picked up some bounce in 2021, where we managed to take the Perth Spectres
regional with trips to Albany, Busselton and Pinjarra, as well as host our inaugural (and now
famous) BASKET-BALL! We’ve managed to sustain four competitive teams for the entire year,
and coming off the success of the BASKET-BALL, we have organised for our Train and Play
sessions to be free to the community. Cost should never be a barrier to inclusion. 

We wrap up 2021 with a new committee and I can’t wait to see what 2022 has in store (albeit I
will be seeing it from far far away). 

The Perth Spectres - Community

The Perth Spectres are known for our sense of community. This has been demonstrated time
and time again through the formal feedback of our players and stakeholders, and also through
the lived experience of anyone who attends a Perth Spectres event. 

To try and recap on how the Perth Spectres community has developed over the past two years
is an insurmountable task, so I shall instead make two key observations from my time as Club
Manager. 

Firstly, never forget how much of an impact each and every one of you can have on the lives of
one another. We have seen time and time again that it is the friendly smile, the extended hand
and the open heart that makes all the difference in peoples lived experience as a Perth Spectre.
This applies equally on and off the court. Continuing to be kind and welcoming will be
fundamental to our enduring success and our ability to keep this sense of community alive. 



We've spent over 52+ hours at Train and Play sessions;
We've played more than 150 games of basketball (totalling to more than 125 hours of court
time);
I am not going to calculate how far we would have run over those games, but I bet it is a
good number; and
We have had over 40+ members of the Perth community (identifying and ally) put on a
Perth Spectres jersey and participate.

Secondly, we must continue to understand what binds us together as a community. We all
fundamentally want to feel included, respected and safe. To date, understanding these
fundamental elements is what has created such an amazing community within the Perth
Spectres. Our players and members know that when they come to a Perth Spectres event, they
will be safe, respected and included in everything we do. 

Thank you to every member of this amazing Club for making this place a home for so many. 

The Perth Spectres - Basketball

Who knew we could have so many vertically challenged basketball players! 
In all seriousness, a massive congratulations to everyone who has gotten onto the court and
played some ball. Basketball can be an intense and intimidating sport, and to have gotten up
and onto the court (voluntarily) is in itself, a great achievement.

Rather than recap on our basketball journey, I thought I'd recap on some fun basketball facts
for our first two years:

The Perth Spectres - Thank you and goodbye for now

A massive thank you to everyone who has volunteered their time and effort for this Club. It is
hard to explain how much the Perth Spectres means to me. I have learnt so much from so
many people in this amazing community and have shared too many smiles and laughs to even
count. To each of you, thank you for the joy you have brought to my life. 

I am, and will always be, so incredibly proud to call this Club home.

Jono (He/Him)
Inaugural Club Manager and Founder of the 
Perth Spectres Basketball Club

- Pinky xx



I remember the first Train & Play Perth Spectres event like it was yesterday! In December 2019
I showed up with Harvey (because I wanted to support & Up Market was on so why not). I
remember that day in passing to Jono I said “Ah, yeah I will help with some marketing things”
and next minute fast forward to the middle of 2020 post lockdowns and boom I was on the
committee. As a self-confessed ‘lover’ of this Club, it has been amazing to see how far we have
come.

I clearly remember going to Marc's house for the first official meeting and somehow left being
given the Social & Fundraising Manager role. At the time, I never really knew anyone in the
room (besides Harvey of course). I remember our first official meeting and in true marketing
fashion I put together a power point presentation about to sell my ideas such as a sponsor pack,
some cool basketball event ideas and of course the now famous Perth Spectres BASKET-BALL.
I remember the reactions of the committee at the time; they were a combination of excitement
and ‘calm down’ we are only just beginning. I also remember Jono saying to me, “If we get 100,
I will be happy”. To me 100 was never going to cut the mustard! For me, if I was going to pour
time and energy in it I wanted 150/200 – minimum.

The first mission at the time was to get sponsors, so we went out and did a bit of hustling. Jono
managed to get Guzman Y Gomez on board ($500 + Food at our 1st Birthday Event). We had a
$500 anonymous supporter thanks to Ryan Corbitt. I managed to get Inner Body Composition
to sponsor us $1000 and another $500 sponsorship from my father at NPM Perth. We also had
Spectres Australia offer us another $1000 to get the club going. All in all, this was a mammoth
effort. In a short space of time, we managed to get together about $3500+. 

In my time with the club and on the committee, I have also invested additional time and funds
from my own business to pay for all club awards and other parts of the BASKET-BALL. 

The lead up to the BASKET-BALL was an epic battle to find as many donations for our raffle &
silent auction. We were lucky enough to get some incredible donations and we were also lucky
to have additional sponsors for the BASKET-BALL 2021.

These sponsors included Kate Toon ($1,000) & LevelUp ($1,000) whom I was lucky to be
closely connected to at the time – they loved what we were doing.

As a club I want to thank these sponsors from the bottom of my heart. These funds were so
needed to produce the calibre of event to ensure our fundraising efforts were as high as
possible. We also ran into a hurdle with the release of funds from Eventbrite (they changed
their policy due to COVID-19). What this meant was that they held all of our ticket sales until
after the BASKET-BALL event. This resulted in the committee scrambling and digging into
their own pockets to fund the BASKET-BALL event. A huge thank you to all of the committee
who dug deep to provide the funds to ensure the event went ahead (in no particular order);
Jono Banks, Karen Gilgallon, Justin Barnes, Harvey Dinh, Mark Fallows & Ryan Corbitt. We
also refunded these funds once we received all the payout funds.

Fundraising, Events &
Sponsors Report



So many highlights from the night. Entertainment was really good, everyone up and
dancing, and just the friendly relaxed atmosphere. It felt like a big community family!
The vast polarity between this event and gay “Scene” events. It was refreshing, well
managed, entertaining, inclusive of a wide cross section of our community and overall,
incredibly well put together
The vibe and atmosphere, you did an incredible job of bringing everyone together for a
great cause and building an incredible atmosphere

COVID-19 also caused a fair amount of stress during the lead up to the BASKET-BALL.
Lockdowns nearly dampened our fun. All restrictions did however ease the day before the ball
meaning we could proceed without having to mask up. The big night itself went off with
unbelievably, minimal hitches. We had great guest speakers, incredible performers and overall,
the venue was marvellous. Here are some of my top pick responses to the question ‘What was
your favourite part of the BASKET-BALL?’ in our post ball survey:

We also asked the question, ‘Would you come to the BASKET-BALL next year” and a
staggering 97.8% said ‘yes’ with only 2.2% saying ‘undecided’ and no one saying ‘no’. This in
itself I feel is a great accomplishment.

The results of the BASKET-BALL enabled us to donate $1,500 each to GRAI - GLBT Rights in
Ageing, The Pinnacle Foundation and TransFolk of WA. We also had enough funds to make
our train and play days free for the entire year. This is a great result enabling Perth Spectres to
be even more inclusive, with money not being a barrier for Train & Play attendance.

Overall I think that we accomplished so much for a club that really only dipped it’s toes in the
water just prior to COVID outbreak. I am proud to have been on this committee and proud of
our accomplishments. I am proud to have tirelessly worked beside others who have recruited
like crazy, trained like crazy and all understood that we had to hustle to progress.

I am also looking forward to continuing to build our community, fundraise with a bigger
BASKET-BALL in 2022 while we develop our processes, members and advocacy. We have also
recently released our first Perth Spectres Website (www.perthspectres.club) which will also
enable us to take payments direct for our events, sell merchandise and place us in a great
position to take membership fee’s when we incorporate. This will all help to secure our future.

I am excited to continue to push for inclusivity with Basketball WA and the greater sports
community. If we continue to do what we do, we will only grow the world through love and
acceptance. Thank you all for trusting me to be a part of your Perth Spectres journey too. 

Best Wishes with a successful future,

Justin (He/Him)
Social & Fundraising Manager



My, my look how far our train & plays have come! Like the game of basketball itself, the more
you practice the better you get! The same has gone for our train & plays, which originally
started off as occasional super basic drills with a handful of players. 

Today, our train & plays have now blossomed into regular fortnightly sessions with about 13-
24 regular players featuring structured warm-ups, drills, games plus now specialist
skills/strategy mini training sessions for season players! It has been an amazing journey to date,
no doubt it'll continue to bloom and evolve to fit our growing needs.

The proudest train & play moments would be both the 2020 and 2021 Pride Month sessions
we hosted. We had an amazing turnout featuring not only many members from the club but
many other members from other clubs plus visitors and friends. The vibe was electric - you
could feel the energy and passion of the club all whilst having a really fun time playing
basketball and other games.

A big shoutout goes to our vacating Club President Jono. We thank him for not only 150+ hours
train & play attendance but also the hours outside of attendance that he had contributed.
Second shoutout goes to the coaching team who donate their time (and hearts) to help us all
improve.

- Harvey (He/Him)

Train and Play Report



When the Perth Spectres first formed in late 2019, it was the beginning of a new era for
LGBTI+ basketball in WA. While our Train and Play days at UWA proved popular, the
opportunity for us to enter any of the local competitions was rudely put on hold by COVID.  
Fast forward to August 2020, and the Spectres took the plunge and entered our first teams in
the Perth Metro Basketball League (PMBL) at Bendat Stadium. For those who are wondering,
Bendat Stadium is named after the (now former) Perth Wildcats owner Jack Bendat, a 96-year-
old multi-millionaire who originally hails from California.

From having only two fledgling teams playing at Bendat in our first season, the Spectres now
boast four teams in total, with teams playing on both Monday and Wednesday evenings! Truth
be told, the decision to enter a women’s team in the first season was only made at the last
moment, as numbers were a bit of a challenge. However, the gamble to register a team ended
up paying immediate dividends, with many other female, trans, non-binary and ally players
coming on board, immensely enriching the diversity of the Spectres.  

The Perth Spectres have always been about social participation first and foremost, including in
competition basketball. While winning games is always nice, this has never been the main
focus of the Spectres, with fun and friendship very much taking precedence. Many players
have blossomed over time, and it has been really encouraging to see positive team comradery
on and off the court. 

In recent months the men’s teams (Magenta and Aqua) have shifted to Loftus Rec Centre. As an
added bonus, both teams have been competitive in the lower grades there and have had some
recent wins. It has also been exciting to have a variety of new players have come on board in
the last few months, including some who had never played basketball before.  

Having passed the one-year anniversary of playing competition basketball, it is worthwhile
taking a moment to reflect on what we achieved to date, to see just how far we have come. For
me personally, the Spectres are far more than just an LGBTI+ friendly basketball club, it is very
much a family. 

We continually review everything to do with our competition teams, including team
composition, venues, uniforms and player fees. Our number one goal is to ensure that people
are having a good time playing and enjoy themselves. While the Spectres will run another
formal feedback survey in the next few months, if you have any feedback in the meantime,
please don’t hesitate to let me know. After all, it’s your competition.

- Brendon (He/Him)

 

League Teams Report



Every regular player on both teams have each been advancing in terms of skill and also
confidence because of this it's allowed great team chemistry and bonding both on & off the
court giving us more of a sense of community. The fact that we have enough players to make
up two teams now is a huge accomplishment in itself.

Thanks to the hard work of each individual player and the improvements we've made as teams
we are no longer getting destroyed on court.

Going forward I do think we have real potential with these teams to go far in the social
competitions and I'm excited for what the future holds.

- Gabbii (She/Her)

League Teams Report



Spectres on the road!

Our club was proud to be a part of the Albany Pride Festival in February 2021 and Busselton
Mardi Gras in March 2021. Taking our famous Train and Play sessions regionally was a great
experience for our club members. It was also a wonderful opportunity for us as a team to get to
know each other better. 

The Albany Pride Festival also included Drag Bingo, a Fringe Show, parkrun with the
Frontrunners, meals together and much prosecco! We hosted our event at the Albany Leisure
Centre and enjoyed being able to teach some newbies how to play basketball. We are looking
forward to Albany Pride 2022 and have some surprises up our sleeve for that event.

At the Busselton Mardi Gras we enjoyed a combined Train and Play session with some local
clubs followed by some friendly scratch matches. It was also great to see the Rams rugby,
Pythons hockey and White Pointers water polo teams in action.

Our team travel bug didn’t really subside as we enjoyed our Winter Getaway at Fairbridge
Village. It was a fun time playing games by the fire, enjoying a red and doing the flying fox and
ropes courses.

We welcome any invitation to go regional and share our inclusive style of basketball!

- Mark (He/Him)

Regional Report



When I was a kid from the second I touched a basketball I knew that was something I wanted to
be able to enjoy for a very long time. Anyone who knew me knew that my first love in life was
sports and in particular basketball. My weekends and my afternoons were filled with
basketball, I was always saying “sorry i can't come to your event cause I have basketball”.
However growing up I was told I was too rough, too physical or too intense for all of the
women's teams I played on, which made sense being a trans man. Once I figured out my true
self, once I started living as a man the hardest part was not playing sport. It took me a while to
even think that I could play on any men’s teams fast forward almost 2 years and a friend
recommended the Perth Spectres, I messaged the instagram page not really knowing what to
expect and after a phone call with Jono I was playing a few days later. I didn’t know any one
from a bar of soap nor did I know how a trans person would be received by the team, and I
wasn’t coming into a queer team to be quiet about my trans identity. Given that I am still
playing and that I am writing the testimonial you could say that the first game went pretty well.
The team didn’t bat an eyelid, in fact a few members said they were ready to throw down if the
other team said anything.

It's that level of support from people who at the time were strangers that makes this club
special. The family that has been built is more than what happens on the basketball court,
everyone no matter which team you play for encourages each other and pushes their
teammates to be better at basketball, but off the court there is a level of support and kind
heartedness that is rare to find these days. Finding spectres reignited my passion for basketball
not only to start playing again, but I even started back coaching outside of the spectres again,
and I know I have made some friendships that will last even if I chose to stop playing

- Jesse (He/They)

Club Testimonials



Club Testimonials
I first stumbled across the Perth Spectres while in a very dark and lonely place. I mustered up
the courage to go to a Train and Play, but I had never played basketball before and honestly
didn't expect it to be a regular thing for me. Day 1, absolutely loved it, couldn't wait for the next
one. And now, two years on, I have joined the competition team and couldn't be happier. The
Perth Spectres are not only my teammates – in fact, it's the last thing I see them as – they are
my family. We all love to hang out and have fun during our time off court, whether it's burgers
after a Train and Play, dinner after a game, or a huge event like the Basket-BALL, which
without a doubt was the best part of 2021.

I've been with the Perth Spectres since almost the very beginning, and it has been fantastic to
watch the club (and family!) grow. Watching everyone improve week by week and the positive
encouragement from everyone is a real joy, something I haven't experienced in a sporting club
before. I love the openness of the club, welcoming and encouraging the public to join in, and of
course, the complete acceptance of anyone regardless of their identity. I cherish the safe space
the Perth Spectres have created, because I always have somewhere to go when things are
tough. I am forever grateful to my Perth Spectres family.

- Sam (She/Her) 



Every time I come to a Perth Spectres event I know I will be surrounded by a group of people
that have a positive attitude and an open heart. I believe that this is the reason that the club has
grown so strong and why we are all growing together as a cohesive community. How we got to
this point has to be attributed to the train and play sessions, because for most of us this is the
first touch point for the Perth Spectres beyond the safe distance of social media. At all of these
sessions I can see how the club members go out of their way to meet the newcomers and make
a connection, help them build their ball skills and then encourage them to open up and come
back again.

For so many of us through our life we have felt overwhelming exclusion, inadequacy and
judgement, to make it even worse this has come from within our own community. By coming
to the train and plays and experiencing this sense of welcoming, freedom to be yourself with a
friendly group of strangers and spirit of non-judgement we are empowered to be our authentic
selves. I see this as the real power of the Perth Spectres community that we have all managed
to create.

As a group of diverse humans that celebrate our differences, strengths and weaknesses, we have
come together to create a new chosen family. One that loves, cries and laughs all together but
most importantly a family that supports each other. Perth Spectres is a community that I am
proud to stand up and shout out that I am a part of.

I can think of so many of us that had little to no experience with basketball and now are a force
to be reckoned with on the court! With this has come new friendships, confidence, fitness and
so many positive changes. It may not all be because of the Perth Spectres, but I think a huge
part of it has to be because our club has made sure that everyone is welcome to play, no matter
your skill or how you identify.

- Marc (He/Him)

Club Testimonials



Club Testimonials
I played basketball when I was a teenager and I always loved it but never felt connected to my
teammates. 

When I came out I searched for social groups that I had an interest in and I happily stumbled
across the Perth Spectres. 

I was so impressed as I attended my first few train and plays by how the Spectres walked the
walk. It is a genuinely warm and inclusive environment where everyone is given the space to
find their feet at their own speed. 

The train and plays are fun and promote a great sense of club camaraderie and when I found
my way onto a season team I discovered that I could have those connections with my
teammates that had eluded me. 

My journey with the Perth Spectres has just begun and I am excited to see what we can achieve
together, advocating for acceptance and inclusion for all in our community. 

- Kathleen (She/Her)



Club Testimonials
I have had the pleasure of being a part of the Perth Spectres for almost 18 months. A chance
encounter sparked me to sign up back in August 2020, but I haven’t looked back once. In that
time, I have spent time as a season player, train and play participant and club advocate. I have
witnessed true dedication and advocacy for genuinely inclusive sports for all throughout the
Spectres journey.

It has been a pleasure to become part of an extended community of players, family members
and friends who come together and create a welcoming and inclusive environment and a
chance to build lasting memories and friendships through community sports. When playing, it
doesn’t matter the outcome on the scoreboard, everyone is there putting in their best, having a
great time and creating lasting friendships.

- JP (He/Him)



Club Testimonials
Joining the Perth Spectres club and then committee has been super rewarding and has been a
real standout as the highlight of a few tough years with divorces and COVID shut downs. It has
meant the world to me to be able to find such an awesome group of people and spend time
with them getting fit and playing basketball. 

I love that everyone is respected and embraced no matter what their level of basketball skill,
fitness. I love that I feel like the primary aim is fun, friendships and basketball is more an
added bonus as it makes me run and build some fitness. I'm also so proud of how inclusive the
club is to our female identifying players, when I first joined the club 18 months ago there were
just a handful of female identifying players, but all genders have always been welcome and
now we have often very even and diverse numbers  of attendees.

- Karen (She/Her)



Financial Presentation

As a not-for-profit entity with an annual revenue of below $250,000 AUD, the Perth
Spectres have no statutory requirement to produce Financial Statements (audited or
unaudited). 
In preparing the Financial Presentation, the preparers (primarily the Club Manager and
Treasurers) have endeavoured to present all financial data accurately and to the best of
their abilities. 
This presentation however is not audited or reviewed by an independent third party and
should therefore be considered a presentation of financial results by management of the
Club. No representations are made in this presentation.

Please note the following in reviewing the Financial Presentation:



Financial Presentation for the period
ended 31 December 2021 



Income - ticket sales and sponsorship/donations amount received in direct relation to the
BASKET-BALL event. 
Expense - costs associated with catering, entertainment, venue hire and donations (below). 

Income - Fees paid by players to the Perth Spectres for participation in the season, and to
fund the purchase of individual and team uniforms. In addition, this amount includes
Sponsorship directly related to the League teams (applied equally to all teams). 
Expenses - Fees paid by the Perth Spectres to Bendat Basketball Stadium, LOFTUS
Recreation Centre and Vortex Basketball. 

Note 1. BASKET-BALL 2021

The income and expense amounts shown in these items relate to the following: 

Note 2. League Teams and Uniforms 

The income and expense amounts shown in these items relate to the following:

The above amount represents the net income raised by the Club in respect of the seasons
played. This amount is largely the result of windfall amounts where players have joined mid-
season. This income is applied to subsidise other elements of the Club (such as the train and
play sessions and windups). 

3. Sponsorship / Donations 

This item relates to general donations and sponsorships amounts provided to the Club, and
does not include the dollar value equivalent of value-in-kind services provided by supporting
organisations. Our sponsors/supports included Inner Body Composition, Spectres Australia,
GYG Northbridge, NPM Perth, Mr M Jovic, and other donors who wish to remain anonymous. 

In particular, we'd like to acknowledge Rocket Launcher (founded by Justin Barnes) who has
contributed over $1,200 in cost recovery for expenses incurred by the Club, and for the design
and establishment of the Perth Spectres website (perthspectres.club), and countless hours of
social media development. 

During the year, the Club also received specific event sponsorship (such as for the
BASKETBALL). Such amounts are included in the income item for the event itself (see Note 1). 

Notes to the Financial Presentation for
the period ended 31 December 2021 



Income - Fees paid by attendees of Sunday Train and Play Sessions. 
Expense - Costs for court hire. 

Note 4. Train and Play

The income and expense amounts shown in these items relate to the following: 

The above net expense is subsidised by income from other elements of the Club, and arises
due to our Train and Play sessions now being free to the community.

Note 5. BASKET-BALL 2022

This income relates to ticket sales for the 2022 BASKET-BALL. We note costs associated with
the event have not yet been incurred.

Note 6.  Net other income

These income items relates to various matters, including Club fundraising endeavours (e.g. the
Freddo chocolate sale), merchandise sales and joint fundraising events with our LGBTIQ+
clubs (e.g. Pythons Drag Race Viewing and Swifts Celebrations). 

Note 7. Net other expenses

These expense items relates to various matters, including equipment costs, costs associated
with advertising and marketing, attendance in Pride 2021 activities and Club events. 

Notes to the Financial Presentation for
the period ended 31 December 2021 



a portion of the Net Income will be reduced by the BASKET-BALL 2022 costs once
incurred; 
a portion of the Net Income will be reduced by fees relating to the on-going League seasons
at LOFTUS and Bendat Basketball Stadiums (which have been paid for by players but the
expenses not yet incurred). 
a portion of the Net Income relates to activities of Team Perth, the Perth LGBTIQ+
umbrella organisation, for which the Perth Spectres hold the funds on behalf of. 

Note 8. Net income

This amount represents the net income of the Club to the period ended 18 December 2021. We
note however, that this amount does not reflect 'profit', as: 

Note 9. Cash at Bank as at 18 December 2021

Understanding the importance of strong financial governance, a minimum approval of two
officeholders is required to be obtained before any funds can be transferred out of the Perth
Spectres holding account (account 78). 

Account 31 is the cash account used for anticipated expenditure in the week ahead.  

Notes to the Financial Presentation for
the period ended 31 December 2021 



Below is a summary of the formal feedback we have received from you as our members for
various elements of the Club:

Feedback for 2020/2021 



Feedback for 2020/2021 



Feedback for 2020/2021 



Photo time!



Season Teams!
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Season Teams!



BASKET-BALL 2021



BASKET-BALL 2021



Albany Pride 2021



Bussellton Pride 2021



More photos!



Perth Pride 2021



Some of the many Train and Plays!


